
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
A Service of Holy Communion 

Second Sunday before Advent 
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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. In this Kingdom season we celebrate that no Christian is 
solitary as we locate our story in God’s story. 
 
 
There will be no collection plate passed around today, 
but please give generously to support St James. You can 

- Leave a cash donation (including brown envelopes) in the plate 
provided on your way in or out of Church 

- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please 
speak to Rev Charles about this) 

- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 
(the QR code will take you to this page)  

- Make an electronic donation via bank 
transfer or standing order. 
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The Gathering 
 
We will be welcomed to the service and taken through any notices. 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
	  
Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, 
though we have rebelled against him. 
Let us then renounce our wilfulness and ask his mercy 
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

cf	  Daniel	  9.9	  
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
 
Heavenly Lord, 
you long for the world’s salvation: 
stir us from apathy, 
restrain us from excess 
and revive in us new hope 
that all creation will one day be healed 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
7 Be silent before the Lord God! 

    For the day of the Lord is at hand; 
the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, 
    he has consecrated his guests. 

 
12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
    and I will punish the people 
who rest complacently on their dregs, 
    those who say in their hearts, 
“The Lord will not do good, 
    nor will he do harm.” 
13 Their wealth shall be plundered, 
    and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, 
    they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, 
    they shall not drink wine from them. 

14 The great day of the Lord is near, 
    near and hastening fast; 
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, 
    the warrior cries aloud there. 
15 That day will be a day of wrath, 
    a day of distress and anguish, 
a day of ruin and devastation, 
    a day of darkness and gloom, 
a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
16     a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
against the fortified cities 
    and against the lofty battlements. 

17 I will bring such distress upon people 
    that they shall walk like the blind; 
    because they have sinned against the Lord, 
their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
    and their flesh like dung. 
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18 Neither their silver nor their gold 
    will be able to save them 
    on the day of the Lord’s wrath; 
in the fire of his passion 
    the whole earth shall be consumed; 
for a full, a terrible end 
    he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not 
need to have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, ‘There is 
peace and security’, then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour 
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4 But you, 
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you 
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of 
darkness. 6 So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and 
be sober; 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get 
drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God 
has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live 
with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as 
indeed you are doing. 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading – Matthew 25:14-30 
 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14 ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another 
two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 
away. 16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and 
traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one 
who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had 
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and 
settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the five talents 
came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to 
me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” 21 His master said to him, 
“Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.” 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 
“Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 
talents.” 23 His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 
you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your master.” 24 Then the one who had received 
the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a 
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not 
scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Here you have what is yours.” 26 But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy 
slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I 
did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the 
bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 
interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 
talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be 
taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

 



	   9	  

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
 

After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
 
 

The Creed 
 

    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

 
 

The Peace 
God has called us to live in peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

cf 1 Corinthians 7.17 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
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who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Jesus Christ is Lord: 
All: Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
All   Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
	  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not 
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you 
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you 
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come 
because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
 
The body and blood of Christ keep us in eternal life 
All: Amen. 
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You might like to say this prayer of spiritual communion: 
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
 


